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Introduction
Whether you and your mate have been together for a few months or 50 

years, one of the cornerstones of your relationship is your ability to date each other 

regularly.  By regularly, I mean weekly.  Now, don’t stop reading!  A date doesn’t 

have to last eight hours or cost a lot of money.  

There are two simple ground rules of dating.  The first ground rule is that 

you and your mate must spend a minimum of 1-1/2 hours together on your date.  

The second ground rule is that you must go on a date without your children, family, 

or friends.  You can certainly be around other people, but not anyone who will 

interrupt your ability to focus on one another. 

One of the biggest obstacles to dating, and the reason I wrote this book, 

is that many couples have told me they are too busy or tired to do the research 

necessary to figure out exactly what to do on a date.  Consequently, couples tend to 

fall into a dating rut by frequenting the same restaurants, or they find themselves 

going to a movie each time they have a date.  Going to dinner and a movie is 

great, but if that is all you and your mate are doing together, you’re missing out on 

everything Cleveland has to offer.

104 Dates In and Around Cleveland is divided into 18 “Theme Dates.”  

Each theme has between five and ten date descriptions in it, along with addresses, 

phone numbers, websites, and the cost of the dates.  I’ve worked to include a few 

well-known date destinations, such as the Cleveland Metropark Zoo or Blossom 

Music Center, but more often than not, you will see date destinations that are off 

the beaten path. 

 The table of contents is designed to help you and your mate decide 

the type of mood you’d like to set for your date.  For example, if you feel like an 

intellectual experience, you might want to go on an “historical date.”  If you’re in 

a festive mood and feel like surrounding yourselves with lots of people, you might 

want to go on a “festival date.”  If being alone and cozying up to one another 

sounds appealing, you might want to go on a “sunset date.”

Whatever date you choose to go on, understand that by infusing novelty 

into your date, you are changing the chemistry between you and your mate – 
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literally.  According to brain and behavior research that was reported in the on-line 

publication of the New York Times (www.nytimes.com) in February of ‘08, “New 

experiences activate the brain’s reward system by flooding it with dopamine and 

norepinephrine.  These are the same brain circuits that are ignited in early romantic 

love, a time of exhilaration and obsessive thoughts about a new partner.”

My hope for you and your mate is that you will use this book to produce 

those wonderful chemicals in your bodies by dating each other differently.  Go 

somewhere new – do something new – have fun and create memories.  One day 

will be the last day you will spend together.  When that day comes, you’ll want to 

be able to look back at your time with one each other without any regrets.  Happy 

dating!  
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HISTORICAL DATES
Anyone living in a major city in the United States has an abundance of 

opportunity to learn about its history and culture.  Cleveland is such a city and 

Northeast Ohio is such a region.  Because museums are the most likely venue to 

learn as much as possible on any given topic in one location, I have included what 

I thought might be some interesting historical, yet perhaps not as well-publicized, 

museums.  

#1 National First Ladies’ Library 
Founded in 1995, the NFLL is the home of 6400 books, 500 videos, and 

a collection of television, film and radio recordings of First Ladies throughout the 

years.  Pieces of information ranging from the fact that Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, 

once a “camera girl” for the Washington Times Herald, interviewed her future 

husband, to the fact that Dolly Madison was the first American to respond to a 

telegraph message sent by inventor Samuel Morse, are just two of the many facts 

that will surely stimulate the intellectual side of your relationship.  Whether you 

want to learn about the contributions of First Ladies on the campaign trail, or you 

are curious about the personal interests and hobbies of these influential women, the 

NFLL will quench your thirst for such details. Admission is $7 for adults and $6 for 

seniors.

National First Ladies’ Library
Museum/Saxton McKinley House
331 S. Market Ave. 
Education and Research Center
205 S. Market Ave.
Canton, Ohio 44702
330-452-0876
www.firstladies.org

#2 Polka Hall of Fame
When you think of Cleveland’s history, you can’t get too far into your 
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thoughts without bumping up against the idea of polka music.  Polka music is 

such an integral part of Cleveland’s culture that there is a museum dedicated to it.  

The National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame Museum has documented the 

evolution of Cleveland Polka from the start of the 1900’s to the present.  Aside from 

learning about Polka greats like Frank Yankovic and Johnny Pecon, you’ll be able get 

an up close and personal look at the accordions and stage outfits these legends once 

played and wore.

Polka Hall of Fame
605 East 222nd St. 
Euclid, Ohio 44123
216-261-FAME
www.clevelandstyle.com

#3 USS Cod Submarine Museum
The USS Cod, a national historic landmark, sank more than 12 Japanese 

ships during WWII. If you want to immerse yourselves into a truly hands-on 

historical experience, this museum is for you.  Be prepared to climb over equipment 

and hatches as you get a taste of what were the living conditions and the inner 

workings of this ship.  The museum is open from May until September from 10 

a.m. – 5 p.m.  The price of admission is $6 for adults and $5 for seniors.  If you 

have been in the military, your admission is free.

USS Cod Submarine Museum
1089 N. Marginal Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio
216-566-8770
www.usscod.org

#4 Federal Reserve Bank Money Museum
We use money every day of our lives, but do we really know its origin?  

The Federal Reserve Bank Money Museum is a small, but very unusual museum.  

Visiting it will teach you the history of bartering and trading.  It’s the only place in 

Cleveland from which you’ll be able to view two things: currency from around the 

world and one million dollars!  The museum is open Monday through Thursday 
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from 10am – 2pm and admission is free.

Federal Reserve Bank Money Museum
1455 E. Sixth St.
Cleveland, Ohio
216-579-3188
www.clevelandfed.org

#5 The Maps Air Museum
The Maps Air Museum is a nonprofit organization made up of volunteers 

who are devoted to keeping aviation history alive.  These volunteers work diligently 

to restore and display vintage aircraft and artifacts. Events are organized throughout 

the year and are put on inside the Museum’s aircraft hangar.  Tours of the museum 

are given during hours of operation, which are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 

and Saturday from 9am – 4pm, Wednesday from 9am – 9pm, and Sunday from 

11:30 a.m. – 4 p.m..  Admission is $8 for adults and $7 for seniors.

The Maps Air Museum
2260 International Parkway
North Canton, Ohio 44720
330-896-6332 
wwwmapsairmuseum.org

#6 The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage opened in 2005 and is a place 

you can visit to learn of the achievements of Cleveland’s Jewish community.   

The museum provides oral histories, films, exhibitions, and artifacts to help 

you understand the challenges, successes, and accomplishments of many men 

and women.  The museum offers public programs, such as lectures and panel 

discussions.  Through programming or a general visit, you may receive the 

opportunity to explore your own family history.  Admission is $7 for adults and $5 

for seniors.

The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
2929 Richmond Rd.
Beachwood, Ohio 44122
216-593-0575
www.maltzjewishmuseum.org
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#7Cleveland Police Historical Society Museum
Located in the first floor of the Cleveland Police Headquarters in the 

Justice Center is the Cleveland Police Historical Society Museum.  This museum 

was remodeled in August of 2005 and holds the artifacts, history, and stories of 

Cleveland’s law enforcement.  Uniforms, weapons, and true crime stories are on 

display.  The museum is open Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. and admission is free.  This museum shows a side of our city that isn’t often 

publicized, yet is extremely interesting.

Cleveland Police Historical Society Museum
1300 Ontario St.
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216-623-5055
www.clevelandpolicemuseum.org

#8 The Dittrick Medical History Center
If you and your mate have a hankering to learn about medicine and its 

origins, this is the date for you!  The Dittrick Medical History Center started as a 

spin-off from the Cleveland Medical Library Association in 1894.  It now houses 

and preserves the medical history of Northeast Ohio.  Inside of the center you 

will find rare books, artifacts, and archives.  You will get the chance to see what 

a doctor’s office from the 1870’s looked like, a variety of diagnostic instruments, 

pharmacies from the 1880’s, and a doctor’s office from the 1930’s, among other 

historical medical information.  The hours of the center are Monday through Friday 

from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Admission is free.

The Dittrick Medical History Center
11000 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
216-368-3648
www.cwru.edu
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#9 Kent State University Fashion Museum
Kent State Fashion Museum is one of the most widely known fashion 

museums in the world.  It was founded in 1983 by New York dress manufacturers, 

Shannon Rodgers and Jerry Silverman, who donated 4000 costumes and accessories 

to help open the museum in 1985.  The museum holds nine galleries of historic 

and contemporary fashions dating from the 18th century to the present.  This 

amazing collection of costumes designed by the world’s greatest designers represents 

cultures from around the globe.  The museum also houses an extensive collection 

of American glass, furniture, and other decorative art.  General admission to the 

museum, which is open Wednesday through Sunday, is $5.00 per adult.  Following 

the museum visit with a lunch or dinner in historic downtown Kent would make a 

great date!

Kent State University Fashion Museum
Campus of Kent State University
corner of East Main Street (Route 59) and South Lincoln Street
330-672-3450

#10 Dunham Tavern Museum
Listed on the Register of National Historic Places, Dunham Tavern is the 

oldest building in Cleveland to stand on its original site.  Initially, this building was 

a home built by Rufus and Jane Pratt Dunham in 1824.  This couple purchased 

14 acres of farmland that happened to be on a well-traveled stagecoach route 

from Buffalo to Detroit.  Because of the heavy traffic, the Dunhams soon became 

tavernkeepers, as well as farmers.  The Dunham Tavern is now a nonprofit museum 

open to the public on Wednesdays and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for 

an admission of $3.00 per adult.  The Dunham Tavern has an original 18th century 

parlor and taproom, along with a collection of 18th century antiques.  If you and 

your mate visit this museum in good weather, make sure you visit the 900-foot 

garden path that will lead you down the trail of 18th century life.

Dunham Tavern Museum
6709 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44103
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216-431-1060
www.dunhamtavern.org

SPARE NO EXPENSE DATES
There will be times when you and your mate will want to go all out and 

splurge.  When those times come, you’ll want to have some ideas on how to spend 

your money.  The next five dates may deplete your bank account a bit, but the cost 

involved will be well worth it for the memories you’ll make together.  Go on.  Live 

it up now and then!

#11 SpaWalden
The Private Suites of Spa Walden … Redefining what it means to spa.  Those 

are the words printed inside the SpaWalden brochure, above which is a photograph 

of one of the private spa suites.  

In preparation for your spa services, SpaWalden suggests you spend 30 

minutes to enjoy each other and the amenities in your private spa suite.  Based 

on the type of spa theme you and your mate pick - energizing, nourishing, 

rejuvenating, or tranquility - you are given a particular type of bath, aromatherapy, 

and massage oil, making your spa experience ultra-personalized.  

To top off your pampering services, you and your mate have an option to 

continue de-stressing as a couple by enjoying a fireside champagne lunch in your 

plush bathrobe and slippers, both provided. of course, by SpaWalden. 

SpaWalden
1119 Aurora Hudson Road
Aurora, Ohio 44202
330-995-9SPA
www.spawalden.com

#12 Vue Restaurant & Lounge
If you are looking to have a meal in a classy atmosphere, one that makes 

you feel special and attended to, then Vue Restaurant & Lounge is where you want 
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to go.  Vue is an upscale, metropolitan-style restaurant in the center of historic 

Hudson.  Whether you reserve seating inside and enjoy the 1940’s supper club 

atmosphere or decide to dine in the 50-seat patio, which is open from June until 

September (weather permitting), you will take part in a (yes, expensive), but 

extraordinary dining experience.

Vue Restaurant & Lounge
49 Village Way
Hudson, Ohio 44236
330-650-1883
www.vue-restaurant.com

#13 Amish Country Balloon Tours
It’s expensive, ($200/person) but you and your mate will make a memory!  

My husband and I did!  Amish Country Balloon Tours is operated by Sandy and 

Bill Cloninger of Chagrin Falls. Bill is one of the world’s top-rated hot air balloon 

pilots, and a wonderful host as he flies you over the beautiful farmland of Northeast 

Ohio.

Dependent on the winds, hot air balloons are best launched just after 

sunrise or before sunset.  Photo opportunities abound as you and your mate fly 

anywhere from treetop level to several thousand feet above ground.  As the winds 

lead your way, a chase crew follows you so that you will be picked up upon landing 

and returned to your car, not before a champagne toast, however!  From beginning 

to end, expect approximately a 3-hour date.  Time and money worth spending! 

Amish Country Balloon Tours
7780 Bainbridge Road
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023
440-643-7139

#14 Francis Limo
Sometimes it’s not the destination that counts, but the journey that 

matters.  Whether you and your mate plan to travel to a restaurant, park, or 

concert, you can splurge and travel first class when traveling by limousine.  Francis 

Limo rents limos from $99 to $175/hour (tax and gratuity not included) depending 
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on the vehicle you choose.  Francis Limo is locally owned and serves the Akron, 

Elyria, Cleveland, and Youngstown area.

Francis Limo
P.O. Box 336
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070
440-315-3130

www.francislimo.com

#15 XO Prime Steaks
This upscale, trendy restaurant beckons you for dinner, but meeting for 

lunch would be an indulgence you and your mate would remember for years to 

come, as well.  Located in Cleveland’s Warehouse District, this restaurant serves a 

variety of clientele, including professional athletes and local celebrities.  The menu, 

though noted for its prime cuts of meat, also offers an array of fish and pasta dishes.  

The food is presented in an unparalleled way (check out their photo gallery) and the 

recipes are quite unique.  If you don’t mind spending more than usual for lunch or 

dinner, this is definitely the way to go.

XO Prime Steaks
500 W. Saint Clair Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216-861-0374
www.xoprimesteaks.com

#16 Shop Till You Drop Date
If you’re looking for an opportunity to have a spare-no-expense-date, what 

better way to have one than while shopping.  The Cleveland area abounds with 

upscale shopping venues, such as Crocker Park in Westlake or Legacy Village in 

Beachwood. You can take two runways with this kind of date, the sky is the limit 

runway where you and your mate shop without a set budget or you can put a cap 

on your spending before you leave.  Either way, shopping at any of these chic and 

high-end shopping areas will qualify your date as a spare no expense date.  All of 

these shopping areas have restaurants on site to help you add a delicious lunch or 

dinner to your shopping spree.
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Legacy Village
25001 Cedar Road
Lyndhurst, Oh 44124
www.legacyvillage.com

Crocker Park 
24 Main St.
Westlake, Oh 44145
www.crockerpark.com
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GOOSE BUMP DATES
If you and your mate like that tingly, shivery, hair-standing-on-end feeling, 

you’ll want to schedule a goose bump date in and around Cleveland.  The dates 

listed below will creep you out, while at the same time inform you.  Part of making 

a date memorable is the adrenalin factor.  These dates will pump you up!

#17 Haunted Cleveland Ghost Tours
Haunted Cleveland Ghost Tours was founded in 1999 and has since 

organized a wide range of tours in and around Cleveland that will undoubtedly raise 

goose pimples on your and your mate’s skin.  The website will give you the option 

to click on links leading to a variety of tours, from the Burning River Ghost Tour to 

the William Mather Steamship Ghost Tour.  During any of the multitude of tours, 

you will hear the history of the building, structure, or location visited, along with 

the ghost stories that have been passed down through the decades.  Many visitors 

admit to seeing and hearing ghosts, so be prepared to be spooked!

Haunted Cleveland Ghost Tours
www.hauntedcleveland.net

#18Mansfield Reformatory Preservation Society
The set of many movies, such as Shawshank Redemption and Airforce 

One, the Mansfield Reformatory is an historical and really spooky place.   The 

reformatory offers an array of tours.  The Guard Tower Tour takes you up a 

spiral staircase from which you can see the cemetery where inmates have been 

buried.  This tour also gives you the opportunity to learn about and experience 

the underground tunnel system of the prison.  If fitting into tight places isn’t your 

thing, maybe you’d like to view a replica of an electric chair!  The most chilling 

event at the reformatory is by far the Haunted Prison Experience that runs from 

September to the beginning of November and will scare you silly, guaranteed!
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Mansfield Reformatory Preservation Society
100 Reformatory Rd.
Mansfield, Ohio
419-522-2644
www.mrps.org

#19Psychic Sonya’s Haunted Cleveland Tours
Sonya Horstman is a well-known Cleveland psychic, reader, and 

paranormal investigator who offers Clevelanders chartered bus tours of authentic, 

haunted Cleveland locations.  Her bus tours run from September through mid-

November.  She recommends you bring a flashlight and camera with you on the 

tour in the event that you capture the image of a ghost on film.  One of Sonya’s 

most popular tours is of cemeteries in Medina County, where you get the chance to 

see a witch’s grave, an Indian burial ground, and a haunted restaurant.  

Psychic Sonya’s Haunted Cleveland Tours
440-775-1217
www.hauntedclevelandtours.com

#20 Squires Castle
Built in the 1890’s by Feargus B. Squire, an executive with Standard Oil, 

Squires Castle was once a gatekeeper house to be located on the grounds of the 

Squire country estate.  Mr. Squire was originally from England and had always 

dreamed of living in a mansion on an estate.  His wife was completely against it 

and hated when her husband would go to the country for the weekend to plan the 

construction of the main house. Lore has it that Mrs. Squire, under duress, visited 

the gatekeeper’s house one night and actually got lost as she wandered, lantern in 

hand, into a library.  Mounted on the walls of the library were heads of animals Mr. 

Squires had hunted and displayed.  In the shadows of the library, these beast heads 

shocked and terrified Mrs. Squires.  Legend says she tripped and broke her neck 

in her haste to find an exit.  Records show that although she died at an early age, 

her real death occurred at her home in Cleveland, not at Squires Castle.  That said, 

there have been reports of a woman’s figure holding a lighted lantern floating from 
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one room of the castle to another.  Squires Castle is worth a visit to find out what 

you think.   

Squires Castle
Willoughby Hills, Ohio 
Metroparks
www.deadohio.com/SquiresCastle.htm

#21 Massillon Cemetery Tours
Take what is called the Haunted Heartland Tour as you follow a guide 

through a 60-acre cemetery.  The light of a lantern will guide you as you and your 

mate take this 1-1/2 hour tour to learn about cemetery headstones from the 1800’s, 

old burial traditions, and funeral folklore.  Ghostly tales are an essential ingredient 

to an informative, yet spooky evening.  This is the only ghost tour in Ohio to be 

included in the nation’s Top 10 Best Ghost Tour list!

Massillon Cemetery Tours
Canal Fulton, Ohio (Akron/Canton area)
www.hauntedhistory.net



104 Dates In and Around Cleveland www.kathythecoach.com

www.kathythecoach.com© 2009 page 17

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX DATES
As I mentioned in the introduction, if you and your mate find yourselves 

in a dating rut, it’s paramount that you get yourselves out of it.  You can do it 

gradually, or you can jump right into locations and activities that feel way outside 

of your comfort zone.  I vote for the latter, myself.  The following dates might put 

you into environments you’ve never been in before.  Relax, set your preconceived 

notions aside, and go have fun!

#22 Burning River Roller Girls
To spice up your sports date repertoire, I recommend you and your 

partner step out of your spectatorship comfort zone and plop yourselves into the 

stands of a roller derby.

Although the words “roller derby” may evoke images of snarling, hair-

pulling, stomach-punching, hormonal women who appear on a random television 

station on a Saturday afternoon, this sport has come a long way, right here in 

Cleveland. 

The Burning River Roller Girls are Cleveland’s first all-female, skater-

owned derby league consisting of four teams:  the Hellbombers, the Cleveland 

Steamers, the Rolling Pin-ups, and the Hard Knockers.  

If you think this sport is nothing more than mass chaos created by a group 

of women clawing at one another while racing around a wooden track, you will be 

convinced otherwise once you watch a derby.  This is a very organized and regulated 

sport. That said, be prepared to witness injuries.  With teammate names like “Betty 

Bonecrusher” and “Hurricane Heather,” you can expect to see women beating 

up on women.  If that idea makes you squeamish or acutely uncomfortable, well, 

that’s just part of the sport, and what can happen when you and your mate go on a 

“Think Outside The Box” date.  Ten and fifteen dollar tickets are available.

Burning River Roller Girls
Roller Derby League
Soccer Sportsplex
31515 Lorain Road
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North Olmsted, Ohio 44070
www.burningriverrollergirls.com

#23 Ray’s Indoor Mountain Bike Park
If you and your mate want thrills and spills (hopefully more thrills than 

spills), you’ve got to check out Ray’s Indoor Mountain Bike Park.  Five years ago, 

Ray Petro opened this park by transforming an abandoned Cleveland factory 

warehouse into 100,000 square feet of bike trails and ramps.  People come from 

around the country and the world to watch trick riders show off their amazing skills 

as they maneuver ramps, jumps, and curves.  The park is open until 10:00 p.m. on 

most weeknights and until 11:00 p.m. on Sundays and Thursdays.  Expect to pay 

up to $21 per visit, but they do offer a membership rate.

Ray’s Indoor Mountain Bike Park
9801 Walford Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44102
216-631-7433
www/raysmtb.com

#24 The Garage Bar
Whether you own a “hog” or not, this bar and restaurant will definitely 

give you a biker experience.  You won’t find any apologies for noise in this bar.  Its 

frenetic energy is what sets this bar apart from others like it, if there are any (other 

than the Columbus affiliate).  Located inside the Ohio City neighborhood, this bar 

serves American-style food under $9 and offers some kind of entertainment during 

the evening, whether it be a DJ, a live band, or a juke box.  The racing/car motif 

makes you feel like you’re on the set of the movie “Wild Hogs!”  

The Garage Bar
1859 W. 25th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216-696-7772
www.thegaragebar.net
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#25Loretta Paganini School of Cooking
Where can you and your mate learn how to cook and eat a full meal at 

the same time?  Loretta Paganini School of Cooking, of course!  An on-line catalog 

offers you such a wide selection of cooking classes that your head will spin faster 

than a salad spinner.  Each class is meticulously planned to create a balance of 

instruction and eating pleasure.  Classes from “Cooking with a Partner” to “Death 

by Chocolate,” from “Cooking with Wine” to “The Art of Cheesecakes,” and many, 

many more are offered.  Allow yourselves at least 2 to 3 hours, aside from travel 

time, to have a leisurely and informative meal in Loretta’s cozy kitchen.  Prices and 

times of classes are listed on the website.

Loretta Paganini School of Cooking
8613 Mayfield Road
Chesterland, Ohio
440-729-1110
www.lpscinc.com

#26 Nelson Ledges Road Course
If you and your mate like speed, you’ll like this date.  This date is the next 

best thing to the Indianapolis 500, and we have it in our own backyard!  Nelson 

Ledges Road Course hosts a variety of car races throughout the race season.  The 

Gate opens at 7:00 a.m. and each event has a different gate fee.  For events and fees, 

visit the website and click on “Get on Track.”  Races run regardless of the weather 

conditions, so bring your rain slicker, sunscreen, blankets, and chairs.  Although 

the track does not have any seating, there are several elevated grassy areas that give 

you a good vantage point.  Pack yourselves a picnic (no glass bottles allowed), park 

yourselves on a hill, and enjoy a day at the races!

Nelson Ledges Road Course
10342 State Route 305
Garrettsville, Ohio 44231
440-548-8551
www.nelsonledges.com
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DATE ON A BUDGET
The most important part of dating your mate is the time you spend 

together.  Yes, you can spend time and money, as with the spare no expense dates, 

but you certainly can date each other and spend very little.  The following dates are 

either free or very reasonably priced.  

#27 Barnes & Noble Bookstore
Question:  Where can you and your mate go nowadays for entertainment, 

stimulating information, and riveting conversation, without spending much money?  

Answer:  A bookstore.

This is not to say that you and your partner can’t spend an hour or two in 

a bookstore and walk out having spent hundreds of dollars.  It’s easily done.  But a 

bookstore, as an exhaustive informational resource, a café, and sometimes a venue 

for musical entertainment, can be one of the best deals in town. 

I recognize that it might be tempting for you and your mate to walk into a 

bookstore, gravitate to separate areas of interest, and spend an hour or two reading 

instead of interacting.  To help prevent you from that possible pitfall, I recommend 

you use the bookstore in one or more of the following ways:

Decide upon a topic to research and see who can collect the most 

information on that topic in 30 minutes.  Share what you find.

Find a few joke books and spend time seeing who can make the other 

person laugh.

Set out on a mission to find a book on the strangest topic.  Discuss what 

you find.

Choose some poetry books and read a few of your favorite poems to each 

other.

Most bookstores have a café where you and your mate can enjoy a dessert 

and beverage while talking.  Many bookstores publish a monthly calendar of free 

events that often include musical artists.
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There is no better recipe for titillating conversation than an inquisitive 

mind, a little research, and a shared delectable.  Throw in the fact that the entire 

experience will cost you under $10 and you’ve got a date that can fit almost anyone’s 

budget. 

Barnes & Noble Bookstore
Borders Books & Music
Joseph Beth Booksellers
Independent Book Stores

#28 The Arcade
If you and your mate are at all interested in architecture, taking a trip to 

The Arcade in downtown Cleveland is an absolute must!  Built in 1890, The Arcade 

was the first indoor shopping mall at the time and was designed to resemble the 

shopping arcades of Milan, Italy.  It has two 9-story towers at either end of the 

building and a 5-story atrium in between.  To get an up close and personal view 

of some of the incredible intricacies of this gem, visit the website’s photo gallery.  

Although the website photo gallery gives you a sneak preview, it is no substitute for 

an actual visit.  Inside The Arcade are several restaurants and a food court, if you 

would like to incorporate a low-cost meal. 

The Arcade
401 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
216-696-1408
www.thearcade-cleveland.com

#29 Tremont Art Walk
Tremont, one of Cleveland’s historic and swanky neighborhoods, holds a 

monthly art walk the second Friday of each month.  The art walk began in 1993, 

with seven business owners opening their doors to visitors.  Now there are twenty 

who participate and invite people to enjoy the many different art galleries in the 

neighborhood.  Lincoln Park is in the center of Tremont and is smattered with 

benches and a picturesque gazebo.  Free refreshments and music are provided for 

you and your mate as you stroll in and out of each gallery.
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Tremont Art Walk
www.tremontartwalk.com

#30The Nathan and Fannye Shafran Planetarium 
You and your mate may have visited the Cleveland Museum of Natural 

History, but have you taken advantage of one of its most precious gems?  The 

planetarium is housed inside the museum and uses state-of-the-art technology to 

help you enter the night sky to see more than 5000 stars.  The planetarium has a 

digital sound system and the “All Sky” and “Panoramic” slide projection system, 

as well as videos from NASA.  Hours of operation are Monday through Saturday, 

10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m., and Sunday, noon – 5 p.m.  

Admission is $4 for adults and free for members.  Star-gazing is extremely romantic, 

but can’t be done in inclement weather or on cloudy nights.  Romance is in the air 

every day of the week at the planetarium! 

The Nathan and Fannye Shafran Planetarium
Cleveland Museum of Natural History
1 Wade Oval Drive
University Circle
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
216-231-4600
www.cmnh.org

#31 Movie Deals
Did you know that there are 7 movie theaters in Cleveland that offer 

admission for $5/person and free popcorn?  Every Monday, you and your mate can 

see a movie for half the regular cost of the movie, including popcorn if you see the 

movie at any Cleveland Cinemas, such as the Cedar Lee Theater, Chagrin Cinema, 

Shaker Square Cinema, and Tower City Cinemas.  The ground rule for movie dates 

is that you must either go for dinner or coffee before or after the movie.  Sitting side 

by side for two hours, with no interaction, does not count as a date!
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SUNSET DATES
Living on the shores of Lake Erie affords all of us the opportunity to see 

gorgeous sunsets.  Because there are so many communities that line the shore, there 

are a multitude of settings where you and your mate can watch the fiery ball drop 

behind the horizon.  The following dates are some of the most outstanding venues 

from which to watch a romantic sunset.

#32  Sims Park
Some things just never change.  One of those things is the romantic 

sensation you and your mate will feel when you watch the sun dip slowly behind 

the horizon on a warm summer’s evening.  Although there are a number of settings 

on the shores of Lake Erie that provide an unobstructed view of a sunset, by far, one 

of the most tranquil, but at the same time, explosive sunsets you will see is from the 

vantage point of Sims Park, a 30-acre park and bird sanctuary in Euclid, Ohio.

Aside from being a simply perfect place from which to see a sunset, Sims 

Park is the home of The Albert W. Henn Mansion, a brick English Tudor home 

built in 1923 that is available for educational, business, and private event rental.  

On the grounds of the mansion are acres of trees, amongst which are walking trails, 

some of which lead to the beach.

You and your mate are fortunate enough to live in a major city situated 

on a lake.  Don’t let another summer go by without watching Mother Nature’s 

awesome gift of a sunset.  It is romance at its very best.

Sims Park
23131 Lake Shore Blvd.
Euclid, Ohio 44123

#33 The Harp
The Harp is a traditional Irish Pub in Cleveland, Ohio that offers a 

nontraditional view of our fair city and the lake upon its shores.  The Harp’s claim 
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to fame is its rooftop patio that gives diners one of the best views of downtown 

Cleveland and Lake Erie.  If you and your mate want a romantic summer evening, 

this is the place to park yourselves.  You’ll drink Irish, local brews and eat hearty 

food as you relax and feel the summer evening breeze.  This rooftop gem is a perfect 

place to see the 4th of July fireworks, but you must arrive early to get a good seat.

The Harp
4408 Detroit Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216-939-0200
www.the-harp.com

#34 Edgewater Park
Located on the west side of Cleveland, Edgewater Park is a tremendous 

venue from which to view a sunset.  Its large beach and grassy areas give you and 

your mate many options for a romantic spot.  Edgewater Park may not feel as 

private as the other locations listed in this section, but it does give you a lot to look 

at.  With many recreational activities,such as swimming, boating, fishing, biking, 

and kite flying, you and your mate will have lots of topics for conversation.  

Edgewater Park
6500 Cleveland Memorial Shoreway
Cleveland, Ohio
www.edgewaterpark.net

#35 Sunset Grille
Because summertime in Cleveland is short-lived, we soak up as much 

of it as we possibly can.  One of the best places to do that is at the Whiskey 

Island Marina, tucked away in between railroad tracks and the Cargill Salt Mine.  

Although you may think this sounds more like an industrial rather than romantic 

spot, you will be pleasantly surprised as you pull into the marina and see the vantage 

point for sunsets.  Bring your appetite when you come to this marina because it 

contains the Sunset Grille, voted best island bar (2007) by Scene Magazine.  You 

can eat at the Grille or grab your burgers and make your way to the shore to watch 

the sun slip behind the horizon.  Or you can play Frisbee on the open grassy fields, 
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or watch a volleyball game on one of the sand volleyball courts.  Whatever you do at 

this island marina, you and your mate are sure to have fun in the sun.

Sunset Grille
2800 Whiskey Island Marina
216-631-1801
www.whiskeyislandmarina.com

#36 Mapleside Farms
Known for it’s outstanding hilltop views, Mapleside Farms is a perfect 

place for you and your mate to enjoy a sunset.  Imagine this … you arrive around 

dinner time, have a country-style dinner in their restaurant, after which you sit on 

a hill overlooking a valley of apple orchards, sipping wine and listening to jazz with 

one of the hosts from 107.3 The Wave.  The jazz and wine evening occurs every 

month throughout the summer, beginning in May.  Once your dinner settles, you 

have the choice of dessert – one of their yummy pies of the month or ice cream 

from their ice cream parlor.  Mmm, good!

Mapleside Farms
Pearl Road
Brunswick, Ohio 44212
330-225-5576
www.mapleside.com

#37 Sunset Harbor Restaurant
Sharing a meal at this restaurant is yet another way you and your mate can 

view an incredible Lake Erie sunset.  New England clam chowder, sautéed mussels, 

grilled salmon, and sunset crab cakes are just some of the seafood you can enjoy.  

Plenty of meat dishes are available, as well.   While you’re in Fairport Harbor, you 

must visit the Fairport Harbor Lighthouse, which was built in 1825.  I recommend 

you do this before your meal if you want to climb the 69 stairs up to the lighthouse 

tower and observation deck.  The view is worth the effort!

Sunset Harbor Restaurant
625 Prospect Street
Fairport Harbor, Ohio 44077
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440-639-8009

#38 Huntington Beach
Huntington Beach in Bay Village has been a longstanding romantic 

destination for westsiders and eastsiders alike.  With Huntington Beach, you get 

a 2 for 1 in that you not only get a fantastic view of sunsets, but you also have 

the opportunity to walk in the woods.  Huntington Beach is connected to the 

Metroparks Huntington Reservation, making the ability for a romantic stroll among 

the trees very easy.  A bonus feature of this date is that a highly reputed ice cream 

store called The Honey Hut is nearby.  Opened in 1974, this ice cream oasis serves 

up homemade honey ice cream produced fresh from its dairy plant in Cleveland.  

Floats, malts, sodas, shakes, and sundaes are just some of the ways you can get your 

ice cream fix – there are many more! 

Huntington Beach
Lake Road
Bay Village, Ohio 44140
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MUSICAL DATES
Because Cleveland is so widely recognized for its orchestra and for its 

second largest theater district in the country, Playhouse Square, I decided not to 

include these two musical venues in this book.  Instead, I thought I would share 

some less known musical treasures of our city.  These musicians and singers are some 

of the finest our city has to offer and they can be found on large and small stages for 

you and your mate to enjoy.

#39 Gene’s Jazz Hot
If you and your mate want an evening of toe-tapping, finger-snapping 

music, you’ll want to settle in amidst the vintage books in the back room of 

Loganberry Books on the second Thursday of the month.  Known for playing 

“seriously happy, swinging music,” Gene’s Jazz Hot has quite the reputation in 

Cleveland.  Gene Epstein (band leader, string bass, and vocalist), along with Peggi 

Cella (vocalist), Bill Kenney (clarinet, soprano sax, and vocalist), and Seth Rosen 

(guitar and vocalist) will entertain you from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. with their blow-

your-mind talent and improvisational banter.  This monthly musical opportunity, as 

well as homemade cookies, are free to the public.

Gene’s Jazz Hot
Loganberry Books
13015 Larchmere Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-795-9800

#40 Waterbury Coach House
One of Cleveland’s most amazing talents, Gerry Keating is a crooner with 

a voice that will melt your heart.  As a singer and actor, Gerry puts on a show every 

Wednesday night at Waterbury Coach House in Lakewood.  A small restaurant and 

bar, the Waterbury Coach House provides the perfect atmosphere for you and your 
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mate to have a quiet dinner while hearing romantic love songs and show tunes.  You 

may remember Gerry as “Big Bill O’Malley” from Stompin’ at the State, a 1940’s 

musical revue that ran from 1981-82 in the State Theater lobby.  His voice made the 

ladies swoon back then.  Some things never change.

Waterbury Coach House
13333 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107
216-226-9772

#41 Stan Miller
Stan Miller is a smooth jazz saxophonist and vocalist that has been 

entertaining Northeast Ohioans for decades.  Known for playing his own brand of 

“cool jazz,” Stan performs at wineries and supper clubs, creating a soft, sophisticated 

sound.  Whether with his voice or his sax, Stan entertains you with standard tunes 

made popular by Frank Sinatra and Nat King Cole.  Visit his website to get a full 

schedule of his upcoming appearances.  Whether he plays at a nightclub or a larger 

venue, you and your mate can be assured of enjoying Stan’s smooth sound while 

still being able to converse with one another.  Relax, talk, eat, and drink.  Stan’s job?  

Simply setting the stage for romance.

Stan Miller
330-307-6382
www.stanmillerjazzsax.com

#42Gospel Brunch at The House of Blues
If you and your mate want a date with a lively atmosphere and a reason 

to eat, then you need look no further!  Every Sunday, the House of Blues hosts an 

award-winning all-you-can-eat southern-style buffet and a live performance by a 

different gospel choir from around the region.  Partake of the buffet of cold and hot 

food by choosing from things like peel and eat shrimp, fresh mixed fruit, delectable 

sticky buns, croissants, and Danish from the cold buffet table and sausage, bacon, 

biscuits and gravy, cheese grits, and made-to-order omelets from the hot buffet 

table. This may be one of the few times you’ll find yourselves eating while on your 
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feet dancing! 

Gospel Brunch at The House of Blues
308 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
216-523-BLUE

#43 David Budin
Although most commonly known in Cleveland for his freelance writing 

for Cleveland Magazine and Northern Ohio Live, David is a songwriter and musician 

who, as a child, began playing guitar with rock and folk groups in Cleveland 

Heights.  At age 18, he landed in New York and went on to play with many well-

known artists, such as Janis Joplan, Jimi Hendrix, and Jim Morrison.  Within the 

last couple of years, David has put together a musical group called Long Road, 

with four other rock and folk veterans.  Since August of 2007, Long Road has 

played multiple times at Cain Park, the Kent Stage, and at Nighttown in Cleveland 

Heights.  If you and your mate want to travel back in time to the mid to late 1960’s 

to hear a “coffeehouse concert,” you’ll want to visit David’s website to learn of his 

latest and future gigs. 

David Budin
Long Road
www.davidbudin.com
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NATURE DATES
Northeast Ohio, even in the throes of winter, is a superb place to 

enjoy nature.  In our hectic lives, we sometimes lose sight of the fact that we are 

surrounded by almost every kind of tree imaginable, live nearby a shoreline to one 

of the most beautiful of the Great Lakes, and have access to terrain that gives us 

breathtaking views.  One of the best ways for you and your mate to gain a new 

perspective on your lives and on your relationship is for you to immerse yourselves 

in the awesomeness of nature.

#44 Shaker Lakes Nature Center
Shaker Lakes Nature Center was founded in 1966 by a gathering of people 

determined to save the Shaker Parkland from becoming a route for a new freeway 

designed to connect downtown Cleveland to the east side.  In the early 1900’s, 

many people would travel from what is now known as downtown Cleveland to 

“the country,” once known as Shaker Parklands, to gain serenity and peace from the 

hustle and bustle of daily life.  The Center is still seen as a sanctuary from the hectic 

outside world and offers members and nonmembers the chance to take nature 

walks or participate in the wide variety of programs available.   Whether you and 

your mate choose to take a class at the center, walk through the woods, or along the 

decking that winds its way through a sea of cattails, you will inhale nature at every 

turn.

Shaker Lakes Nature Center
2600 South Park Blvd.
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
216-321-5935
www.shakerlakes.org

#45 Cleveland Hiking Club
You and your mate don’t have to be members to hike with the Cleveland 

Hiking Club.  Hikes are available 7 days a week on the east and west sides of 
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Cleveland and whether you are a beginning hiker or experienced hiker, the club 

offers hikes to meet your needs, from a leisurely hike to a strenuous one.  Whether 

you hike along the Erie Canal or through the Rocky River Reservation, you and 

your mate will be 100 percent immersed in nature.  And for nature lovers, it doesn’t 

get any better than that!

Cleveland Hiking Club
www.clevelandhikingclub.com

#46 Chapin Forest
Chapin Forest is 20 miles east of Cleveland on the outskirts of Kirtland 

and is a natural haven during all four seasons! Frederic H. Chapin purchased the 

property in 1949 and donated it to the state of Ohio.  The forest is 390 acres of 

woods and stone outcroppings, with 5.3 miles of woodland trails.  If you and 

your mate hike “Lucky Stone Loop” on a clear day, you will see Lake Erie and the 

Cleveland skyline 18 miles away!  If you enjoy nature in the winter, Chapin Forest 

hosts the Pine Lodge Ski Center from where you can rent snowshoes or skis from 

November 15th though March 15th.  Regardless of the season, Chapin Forest will gift 

you with views that will take your breath away.

Chapin Forest
10090 Chillicothe Rd. (Rt. 306)
Kirtland, Ohio 44094
440-256-3810
www.lakemetroparks.com

#47 Squaw Rock
 What an interesting 2-mile hike you and your mate will have if you 

venture forth to Squaw Rock in the South Chagrin Reservation.  A rocky ravine and 

gentle rapids are your companions as you traverse the trail from the picnic area into 

the valley.  Awaiting you in the valley is a large stone, on which is carved the image 

of an American Indian woman.  In 1885, a man by the name of Henry Church, 

a local artist, carved a series of images, one of them being the female American 

Indian.  This image has stirred up much controversy over the years and has become 



104 Dates In and Around Cleveland www.kathythecoach.com

www.kathythecoach.com© 2009 page 32

a mysterious landmark.  So if you want a decent hike, as well as some historical 

mystery, this is the nature date for you and your mate.  

Squaw Rock
South Chagrin Reservation
Solan, Ohio

#48 The Holden Arboretum
Not many people in Cleveland realize that we are lucky enough to have 

one of the country’s largest arboretums in our own backyard.  If you and your 

mate want to be surrounded by nature for an entire day, this is the place to do it!  

Established in 1931, The Holden Arboretum was a 100-acre parcel of land donated 

by Roberta Holden Bole that has since grown to 3500 acres.  As you and your 

mate experience this cornucopia of nature, you will be exposed to 25 ponds, more 

than 20 miles of hiking trails, 19,230 plants, and a huge collection of trees.  The 

arboretum has continuous classes and programs to accompany all four seasons. 

Whether you want to engage in nature in a structured venue or you want to simply 

meander through the acres of beauty, you will surely be awed by all that the Holden 

Arboretum has to offer.

The Holden Arboretum
9500 Sperry Road
Kirtland, Ohio 44094
440-946-4400
www.holdenarb.org

#49 Orienteering
If you and our mate have a good sense of direction, you will love this 

nature date.  Orienteering is often known as “Cunning Running” or “Hiking 

with a Purpose.”  The goal of orienteering is for you and your mate to read a 

map while walking trails, crossing streams, or climbing hills as you work toward 

designated destinations called “control points.”  Formed in 1976, the Northeast 

Ohio Orienteering Club organizes orienteering events for hiking, cross-country 

skiing, biking, and canoeing.  All ages and skill levels are welcome.  Some people 

like to incorporate speed while others like to take orienteering at their own pace so 
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as to enjoy the scenery.  If you “google” Northeast Ohio Orienteering Club, you 

will be lead to a link that posts many of the locations chosen for orienteering, some 

of which are Quail Hollow, Hinckley, North Chagrin Reservation, and Brecksville 

Meadows.  This date is as much about teamwork as it is about nature.

Orienteering
Northeast Ohio Orienteering Club
866-812-8316
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HEALTHY DINING DATES
Cleveland is famous for its eclectic food.  This city has some of the 

most heralded restaurants in the country.  But did you know that our city and 

surrounding communities also provide excellent tasting food that promotes health 

and longevity, as well?   The following dates highlight some of the restaurants where 

you and your mate can eat and leave with satisfied taste buds, a full stomach, and 

the peace of mind that you did something really good for your body!

   

#50 Organic Energy
Although you will have to look carefully to find this café in a strip mall, 

you won’t have to search long for what to eat once you and your mate step inside 

the restaurant.  All of the food prepared at Organic Energy is purchased from local 

farmers or farmers within a 200-mile radius of Cleveland.  The colorful décor of this 

restaurant compliments the lively array of food that is offered there.  Whether you 

enjoy a hearty, healthy salad, a bowl of one of the many soups offered, or a cold or 

warm stuffed-to-the-max wrap, you will find fresh, organic, and creatively prepared 

meals in this little café.  If you would like to experience a four-course dinner, make 

reservations for a Monday evening.  Dine at this restaurant on the weekend and 

you will most likely hear a local band or musician.  Organic Energy also offers 

occasional question and answer forums having to do with healthy eating.  The food 

at this restaurant is absolutely delicious!

Organic Energy
28500 Miles Road
Solon, Ohio 44139
440-349-1500
www.organicenergycafe.com

#51 VegiTerranean
Admittedly, many health foodesque restaurants lack ambiance.  Not so 

with this one.  It’s sleek, chic, and cosmopolitan.  The food is just as hip.  Whether 
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you and your mate dine for lunch and have a portabella wrap or reserve a spot for 

dinner and enjoy the Penne Putenesca or the Ghoulardi pizza, you will have done 

your taste buds a huge favor. But if you order the pizza, have lots of water on hand 

– it’s spicy.  And if you and/or your mate are meat-eaters, don’t worry.  There are 

plenty of meat dishes on the menu. Whether you choose a vegetarian, vegan, or 

meat-centered meal, don’t miss a side order of Chrissie’s Fries, named after one of 

the co-owners, Chrissie Hynde.  She promises they are the best you’ll ever eat!   

VegiTerranean
21 Furnace Street
Akron, Ohio 44308
330-374-5550
www.thevegiterranean.com

#52 Whole Foods Market
Okay, so having dinner in a grocery store doesn’t sound very romantic.  

But if what you want is freshly prepared, creatively displayed, and scrumptious, 

healthy food, you’ve got to give this date a try, at least once.  Whole Foods Market, 

particularly the one in University Heights, is more than a grocery store.  Seriously, 

it’s like a cruise ship on land.  This store has so many different food “stations,” it will 

take you and your mate 20 minutes just to look at your choices.  There is a soup 

station, a seafood station, a salad station, a “side dish” station with every type of 

vegetable recipe imaginable, a pasta station, a meat station (with vegan/vegetarian 

dishes interspersed), and finally, an amazing dessert station.  The front of the store 

has a spacious café filled with tables and booths.  Don’t worry about the lack of 

romantic ambiance.  You’ll be too busy eating the wonderful selection of food to 

notice anyway.

Whole Foods Market
13998 Cedar Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-932-3918

#53 Mustard Seed Market & Café 
Founded in 1981, Mustard Seed Market & Café is the largest locally 
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owned, family-operated retailer of natural and organic products in Ohio.  The cafés 

in both locations are separated from the store and have a private, sophisticated feel 

to them.  As well as a variety of meat dishes, the cafes offer vegan and vegetarian 

dishes daily.  The cafés’ bars are stocked with wine, beer, spirits, organic coffee 

and espresso drinks, fresh fruit and vegetable cocktails, and dairy and non-dairy 

drinks.  The cafes in both locations offer a Sunday buffet brunch, at which time 

you may hear live music playing.  Local musicians are also spotlighted on Friday 

and Saturday.  The owners of Mustard Seed Market & Café, Margaret and Phillip 

Nabors, have a motto:  Together, we’ll save the world one bite at a time.  How can you 

and your mate resist such an invitation to eat?

Mustard Seed Market & Café       
6025 Kruse Drive                            3885 W. Market St.    
Solon, Ohio 44139                          Akron, Ohio 44333
440-519-3600                                  330-666-7333
www.mustardseedmarket.com

#54 Fire Food & Drink
Yes, you can eat in an upscale, trendy environment and still get healthy 

food!  Fire Food & Drink’s trademark is that the owners purchase produce and meat 

from local farmers and serve it to you in a Northern California-like atmosphere.  

Peruse the restaurant’s menu and you will see items listed such as, “organic chicken,” 

“tandoor roasted organic pork chop,” “local grass-fed beef cheeseburger,” and “local 

fried egg.”  This restaurant’s healthy fare shows up in its renowned Sunday brunch, 

as well.  Highlighted in Forbes Traveler, Fire Food & Drink is pronounced to have 

“One of the best brunches in the country.” 

Fire Food & Drink
13220 Shaker Square
Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-921-3473
www.firefoodanddrink.com
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HOLIDAY DATES
Cleveland offers a variety of ways to get into the holiday spirit, but it’s up 

to you and your mate to slow down long enough to enjoy what this city provides.  

As soon as the last Thanksgiving leftover is eaten, you and your partner may feel 

swept up into preparations for what often turns into a hectic holiday season. Make 

this next holiday different by carving out time for just the two of you to enjoy one 

of the following dates.  

#55Festival of Trees at The Cleveland Playhouse
If you and your mate have not visited the Festival of Trees at the Cleveland 

Playhouse, you must mark this as a holiday date on your calendar.  Even if you’ve 

already toured this phenomenon, it changes each year, so I encourage you to return.  

This free event begins toward the end of November and runs into the first week 

of January.  Take a walk down the hallways of the Cleveland Playhouse and enjoy 

over 50 uniquely decorated trees, many sponsored by businesses and organizations.  

From the “Coca-Cola Tree” to the “American Heart Association Tree” and 

everything in between, the array of holiday creativity will dazzle and amaze you.  

Meander your way into the Playhouse’s rotunda and you will be truly wowed by the 

enormous pine beauty before you.

Festival of Trees at The Cleveland Playhouse
8500 Euclid Avenue
216-795-7000
www.clevelandplayhouse.com

#56Ma and Pa’s Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides
If you and your mate want to infuse romance into a holiday date, I 

recommend you reserve an antique sleigh from Ma and Pa.  It costs $40 for a 

couple to be taken through the woods of Burton, Ohio during the day or evening, 

weekends only.  Imagine snuggling up to each other, bundled in a thick, warm 
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blanket as the snowflakes whoosh by your face.  The only sound you will hear is the 

sound of horse hooves breaking though the snow.  Take a night ride, and you’ll get a 

spectacular view of the stars on a clear night.  After your ride in the woods, cozy up 

to a fire and enjoy hot chocolate and cookies.  It’s a Courier and Ives experience!

Ma and Pa’s Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides
15161 Main Market Road (S.R. 422)
Burton, Ohio 44021
440-548-5521
www.maandpas.com

#57 TubaChristmas
A holiday tradition for 29 years, TubaChristmas is presented as a joint gift 

to the community from E. J. Thomas Hall and the University of Akron.  Admission 

is free and two concerts are usually scheduled mid-December.  You and your mate 

need to treat yourselves to an afternoon or evening of holiday music produced by 

hundreds of tubas.  Visually, this concert is a sight because many of the tubas are 

decorated!  Whether you sit back and listen or you accept the invitation to sing 

along, this date will surely put you and your mate into the holiday spirit!

TubaChristmas
E. J. Thomas Hall
University of Akron
198 Hill Street
Akron, Ohio 44325
330-972-7570
www.ejthomashall.com

#58Holiday Lights at Blossom Music Center
Unless you live near the Akron area, driving to Blossom Music Center 

may be somewhat of a trek for you and your mate.  Well, fill up your gas tank, 

check your tires, and get ready to travel a bit for something that will be well worth 

it.  Since 2006, Blossom Music Center has hosted “Holiday Lights” and continues 

to provide one of the best light displays in the Northeast Ohio area.  By using 2 

million light bulbs, more than 40 lighted displays are constructed, including “The 

12 Days of Christmas,” “Snowflake Archway,” and “Tunnels of Light,” to create 
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a drivable 2-mile exhibition.  The displays are open from the end of November 

through the first week of January.

Holiday Lights at Blossom Music Center
1145 W. Steels Corners
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223
330-920-8040

  

#59Norbert and Victoria Koehn’s Christmas Open House
This unique venue for holiday decorations and gifts is one my husband 

and I have not missed in 8 years.  This couple turns their beautiful home into a 

shop filled with the most unusual items.  Several trees are placed in the home, 

from which hang the largest collection of ornaments I have ever seen.  In a room 

in the back of the home is a display of Norbert’s wood sculptures that are simply 

breathtaking.  The Koehn home sits on an historic estate that overlooks Ohio’s 

newest urban wetlands.  Interspersed on their beautiful property are a variety of 

wood carvings created by Norbert.  This couple opens their home to the public 

Thursday through Sunday beginning in mid-October and stays open from Thursday 

through Sunday until the last week of December.  Add lunch to this outing and 

you’ve got a wonderful holiday date!

Norbert and Victoria Koehn’s Christmas Open House
Koehn Sculptors & Designers
1936 South Green Road
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
216-691-1936
www.koehnsculptors.com

#60 Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens
Built in 1912 by Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company founder, F.A. 

Seiberling, and his wife, Gertrude, the Stan Hywet Hall is a 65-room Tudor-style 

mansion.  Although it is breathtaking anytime of year, it is during the holiday 

season that this majestic home comes alive the most.  Each holiday season, a 

different theme is assigned to the displays. The garden is strung with thousands of 

lights that turn the grounds into a winter wonderland.  After touring the home, you 
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and your mate can stop into the museums shop and café, where you can browse, 

relax, and talk over a cup of hot cocoa.

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens
714 N. Portage Path
Akron, Ohio
330-836-5533
www.stanhywet.org
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FESTIVAL DATES
If you and your mate feel like spending time together in the company 

of others, then you’ll want to schedule a festival date.  Each of the following dates 

is unique, but they all have one thing in common:  crowds.  As you enjoy the 

festivities amidst what could be hundreds of people, see if you and your mate can 

occasionally create an oasis for yourselves.  Look for places you two can sneak away 

from the din of the crowd and have a private moment to talk or relax.   

#61Cleveland International Film Festival
For over 30 years, the Cleveland Film Society has sponsored the Cleveland 

International Film Festival.  The festival, the mission of which is “to promote 

artistically and culturally significant film arts through education and exhibition to 

enrich the life of the community,” occurs in March at Tower City Cinemas.  You 

and your mate will have the choice of over 240 films from which to view, as well as 

the opportunity to hear from visiting filmmakers who speak independently or in 

panel discussions.  Make sure that after this particular festival date, you and your 

mate carve out time to have a cup of coffee or dinner to discuss your thoughts and 

feelings on the films.

Cleveland International Film Festival
Cleveland Film Society
2510 Market Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216-623-3456
www.clevelandfilm.org

#62 EarthFest
If you and your mate attend EarthFest, you will attend the largest 

environmental, educational event in Ohio.  Each April, the Cleveland Metroparks 

Zoo hosts 150 exhibitors, some of whom exhibit local organic foods, clean 
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transportation information, and green home improvement displays, to name just 

a few exhibits.  If science is your thing, you will love the environmental science 

area, featuring different organizations from NASA to the Environmental Protection 

Agency.  If forward thinking ideas and concepts aren’t enough to stimulate you, 

there is also live entertainment from award winning local bands showcased 

throughout the day. Put on your visionary caps and enjoy this date!

EarthFest
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
3900 Wildlife Way
Cleveland, Ohio 44109
www.earthdaycoalition.org

#63 Avon Heritage Duct Tape Festival
Did you know that Avon, Ohio is the duct tape capital of the world?  In 

honor of that fact, every June, Avon hosts a 3-day event celebrating duct tape and 

its wacky and fun uses.  Go on this date and you and your mate will see the most 

unusual duct tape sculptures and fashion ideas, not to mention the parade with 

floats constructed of duct tape!  Local bands and national recording artists, such as 

last year’s featured artist, “Gary Lewis & the Playboys,” are part of the event.  If you 

and your mate want to go on an off-beat sort of date, this is the one!

Avon Heritage Duct Tape Festival
Veteran’s Memorial Park
Avon, Ohio
www.avonducttapefestival.com

#64 Cleveland Dragon Boat Festival
This festival is held in July in the flats on the west bank of the Cuyahoga 

River and is sponsored by the Cleveland Rowing Foundation and the Flats Oxbow 

Association.  You and your mate will sweat just watching this high-energy event 

as teams of dragon boat racers compete to win.  Opening ceremonies begin at 

9:00 a.m. and races run from 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Admission is free and 

there is plenty of parking. The proceeds from those participating in the races go 

to organizations, such as The Gathering Place, to help cancer survivors and their 
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families.  As spectators of this festival, you and your mate will witness the thrill and 

exhilaration of teamwork in action.

Cleveland Dragon Boat Festival
West Bank of the Cuyahoga River
www.clevelanddragonboatfestival.com

#65The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Marketplace
From mid-July to mid-August each year, you and your mate have an 

opportunity to feel as though you’ve gone back in time to the 13th century by 

attending the Great Lakes Medieval Faire.  Located seven miles south of Geneva, 

Ohio, this theme park invites you to enter its gates and step into an age of romance 

and chivalry.  You’ll see brave knights battle one another as they joust on open fields.  

Magicians, fire-eaters, and jesters roam the land in between the swordplay.  Whether 

you watch the dramatic jousts, peruse the juried crafts, or sample period food, you 

and your mate will watch medieval history unfold before you. 

The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Marketplace
www.medievalfaire.com

#66 Chalk Festival
Chalk festivals are held each year in Europe, Africa, and the United States 

and we are lucky enough to have a chalk festival in Cleveland each September at the 

Cleveland Museum of Art.  In 16th century Italy, beggars would use chalk to draw 

copies of popular paintings on plazas in front of Cathedrals.  Four hundred years 

later, the tradition lives on. This festival is free to you and your mate, unless you 

would like to chalk your own picture for a nominal fee. 

Chalk Festival
Cleveland Museum of Art
11150 East Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
216-707-2483
www.clevelandart.org
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DANCE DATES
With the rising popularity of ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars,” has come 

a renewed interest in ballroom dancing in Cleveland.  Anyone who knows my 

husband and me, knows that we met dancing and plan to keep it on our priority list 

for as long as possible.  We have experienced five of the six following dates and can 

give a sterling testimonial to each one.  Dancing is good for your body, mind, and 

most importantly, your relationship!

#67 Sunset Lounge
What is normally an upscale martini/wine lounge on most nights of the 

week, gets transformed into a hot and hoppin’ salsa club on Saturday nights.  You 

and your mate can take salsa lessons in this popular lounge in the warehouse district 

for $5 a person at 10:00pm and dance until 2:30am.  A sushi menu is offered 

throughout the evening and the DJ spins the best in Latin music throughout the 

night.  My husband, Dick, and I have danced here on Saturday nights and got the 

best dance workout ever! 

Sunset Lounge
1382 West 9th Street
Cleveland, Ohio
440-263-5842
www.tropicalcleveland.com

#68 Springvale Ballroom
This vintage-style ballroom hosts dances on the 1st and 5th Fridays of each 

month, for which the doors open at 7:30 p.m.  A live band plays from 8:00 – 11:30 

p.m. and refreshments are sold at the bar.  To dance on Fridays is $8 for members 

and $10 for guests.  Springvale Ballroom also offers swing classes every Wednesday 

that begin at 7:00 p.m. and last for 1 hour and 15 minutes.  After the class, there 

are two hours of uninterrupted music for dancing.  The class and dance afterwards 

costs $7 a person.
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Springvale Ballroom
5871 Canterbury Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 44077
440-777-0161

#69Elegance In Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio
Friday nights in this dance studio really hops and swings!  My husband 

and I have been going here for a couple of years, and have learned 7 dances.  Every 

Friday night, this studio offers a group beginner ballroom dance lesson for one of 

the following dances: tango, waltz, swing, foxtrot, salsa, rumba, cha-cha, as well as 

others.  After the lesson, which begins at 8:15 p.m. and ends at 9:00 p.m., there 

are two hours of dance time. The cost for the entire evening is $15 a person.  This 

dance studio has a smaller, more intimate feel to it.
Elegance In Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio
8225 E. Washington Street
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023
440-543-1559
www.chagrinballroom.com

#70 Let’s Dance!
If you and your mate enjoy a larger venue for dancing, this is the dance 

studio for you.  This studio is 6000 square feet and can accommodate 300 people!  

Let’s Dance offers 40-minute private lessons for $65/lesson and their teaching 

schedule runs from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Their group classes cost $10 a 

person and are 40 minutes long. You can check their class schedule by visiting their 

website.  One of the unusual benefits to this dance studio is that it offers a Sunday 

Dance Brunch once a month. 
Let’s Dance!
2366 Commerce Park
Beachwood, Ohio 44122
216-464-5325
www.letsdancecleveland.com
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#71 Contra Dance
According to Wikipedia, contra dance is defined as, “folk dance in which 

couples dance in two facing lines of indefinite length.”  Although contra dance can 
be found around the world, it is particularly popular in the United States.  This type 
of dancing is open to all, regardless of experience level.  If you and your mate have 
never contra danced before, no worries - there is always a beginner’s class available 
½ hour before the dance begins.  A contra dance is typically 3 hours long, with an 
intermission.  You will see an essential person at each contra dance.  This person is 
a “caller,” who is in charge of teaching the dance first before the music begins.  The 
music is usually a live band that plays jigs and reels from Ireland, Scotland, Canada, 
and the U.S., although don’t be surprised if a waltz or a polka is thrown into the 
mix.  It’s not required dress, but many women like to wear peasant skirts for the fun 
of the twirl! 

Contra Dance
Grace Lutheran Church
13001 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts., Ohio
www.neohiocontradance.org

#72 Line Dancing
Mary Harwood has been teaching Clevelanders to line dance since 1993 

and would love to teach you and your mate by having you join her every Saturday 
evening at 7:30 p.m. at Mustang Salliz in Streetsboro.  Mustang Salliz is Ohio’s 
largest country western dance club.  It was converted into a dance club from the 
old Streetsboro bowling lanes and opened in December of 2007.  If you would like 
more details on Mary Harwood’s dance lessons, you can visit her website at www.
clevelandlinedancing.com or call her at 440-353-9710.  You and your mate don’t 

need cowboy boots to kick up your feet! Line Dancing

Mustang Salliz
1543 Streetsboro Plaza
Streetsboro, Ohio 44241
330-422-1800
www.mustangsalliz.com
www.clevelandlinedancing.com
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ANIMAL/CREATURE DATES
Our feathered, four-legged, small, and large friends provide a wonderful 

opportunity for you and your mate to date.  Although the Cleveland Metropark 

Zoo & Rainforest is included in this section, it is by no means the only resource for 

animal/creature dates.  Many animal shows occur throughout the year, and our city 

hosts a variety of animal clubs. So, once in awhile schedule a date with the animals. 

#73 Buzzard Roost
After five to six months of winter, what better way for you and your mate 

to usher in spring than to flock with others (no pun intended) to watch for the 

grand entrance of the buzzard, what has become the renowned sign of spring in 

Cleveland.  On March 15th each year, Dr. Bob Hinkle, who has been dubbed the 

“official buzzard spotter,” leads a group of people on his mission to compete to be 

the first one to see the buzzard.  Make sure you bring your binoculars and camera.  

Bundle up because it’s still bitingly cold in March, but there will be coffee and treats 

served to stoke your digestive fires!

Buzzard Roost
Hinckley Reservation
State Road and West Drive
Hinckley Township

#74 Crown Classic Dog Show
 If you and your mate are dog lovers, then this date cannot be missed.  

The Crown Classic Dog Show is scheduled each year in Cleveland during mid-

December and runs for four consecutive days.  For the ticket price of $8.00 

per adult, you and your mate will have the opportunity to watch an average of 

3000 dogs compete daily in the following categories:  agility, obedience, and 

conformation.  You will also get a chance to talk to a variety of breeders and rescue 

organizations.  If that isn’t enough to keep you busy, there are 100 vendors and 
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exhibitors each year with whom you can “talk dogs.”  This is a date that has the 

potential to last all day.

Crown Classic Dog Show
International Exposition Center
6200 Riverside Drive
Cleveland, Ohio 44135
216-265-7005
www.crownclassicdogshows.org

#75 American Gold Cup Horse Show
 After a 35-year absence, the American Gold Cup Horse Show returned to 

Cleveland in 2006.  Held during the second week in September, this horse show is 

a 5-day showcase for professional and amateur competitions for which more than 

$200,000.00 in prize money is awarded to different classes.  Throughout the polo 

fields are many vendors selling equestrian-related goods, as well as a variety of foods.  

General admission tickets go on sale in the summer for between $5 and $15.  If you 

and your mate want an adrenaline rush one can only get by watching horses jump, 

then you need to plan to put this date on your calendar.

American Gold Cup Horse Show
Cleveland Metropark Polo Field
Ohio Route 87 & Chagrin River Road
Moreland Hills
www.americangoldcup.net

#76 Kirtland Bird Club
 If you and your mate are birdwatchers or want to be, Cleveland is a 

fabulous place to live for this type of date.  The Kirtland Bird Club was founded in 

1940 and provides bird lovers with a variety of ways to study their feathered friends.  

The club’s website publishes monthly meetings, bird identification workshops, 

symposiums on breeding, nesting, migration, and other topics, conferences, and 

banquets.  Field trips and seasonal walks are also posted on the website.  If you and 

your mate are wondering if bird watching is for you, the website’s explanation of the 

club’s rich history and expertise of many of its members will most certainly help you 
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decide.

Kirtland Bird Club
www.kirtlandbirdclub.org

#77 Cleveland Metropark Zoo
 Once located in Wade Park at University Circle during the late 1800’s, the 

Cleveland Zoo moved to its present location when Cleveland city planners decided 

to build an art museum.  Now home to 3000 animals representing 600 species, the 

Cleveland Metropark Zoo and Rainforest is open all year long, making it a great 

date destination.  Throughout the year, the zoo hosts many events, from Polar Bear 

Days to Teddy Bear Days, and everything in between.  The main gate opens at 

9:30 a.m. and every Monday admission for residents from Cuyahoga County and 

Hinckley Township is free!

Cleveland Metropark Zoo
3900 Wildlife Way
Cleveland, Ohio 44109
216-661-6500
www.clemetzoo.com
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WINERY DATES
 Did you know that Northeast Ohio is wine country?  If you and your mate 

drive to the Grand River Valley area, you will run into winery after winery.  Each 

one is owned and operated by a different family and each one has a distinct mark 

of its own.  This area is also known for bed and breakfasts, so if you are so inclined, 

you and your mate can turn your date into a romantic getaway. 

#78 Chalet Debonne
 Located in the Lake Erie and Grand River Valley district, Chalet Debonne 

is one of Ohio’s largest family owned and operated estate wineries, and has been 

in business since 1916.  Chalet Debonne gives free winery tours Tuesday through 

Saturday, and hosts live concerts each weekend.  Known for its ice wine, Chalet 

Debonne is one of the wineries participating in Ohio’s Annual Ice Wine Festival.  

Chalet Debonne’s website lists recommended bed & breakfasts should you and your 

mate decide to turn your date into an overnight stay!

Chalet Debonne
7743 Doty Road
Madison, Ohio 44057
440-466-3485
www.debonne.com

#79 Harpersfield Winery
 Harpersfield Winery is a small 18-acre estate vineyard located along the 

south shore of Lake Erie in the heart of the Grand River Valley.  If you are looking 

for a romantic atmosphere in which to taste wine, look no further.  The Harpersfield 

Winery’s tasting room provides you with a 6-foot tall rustic medieval fireplace, 

next to which you and your mate can sip wine and sample freshly baked baguettes, 

cheeses, and specialty foods.  If you visit this winery on Friday and Saturday 

between 7:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m., you will hear live entertainment.  Setting itself 

apart from other wineries, Harpersfield has built a Vineyard Suite on the property 
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in case you and your mate want to stay overnight.  It is open all year long, except for 

the winter months.

Harpersfield Winery
6387 State Route 30 West
Geneva, Ohio 44041
440-466-4739
www.harpersfield.com

#80 Laurello Vineyards
 This vineyard’s slogan is “Wine a bit … you’ll feel better.”  To look at this 

vineyard’s website, you might agree.  In 1991, the vineyard began when a grandson 

purchased a grape farm in honor of his grandfather, Cosmo Anthony Laurello.  The 

grandfather once owned a small winery in Ashtabula in the mid-1940’s, but had to 

shut it down because of the growing popularity of beer.  Now the Laurello Vineyard 

is running strong in the operation of wines, but also in the food department.  The 

vineyard’s menu includes appetizers, sandwiches, cheese trays, and desserts.  If you 

visit the vineyard on the weekend, you will get the opportunity to order one of their 

Tuscan Pizzas, baked in their own hearth oven.  Live music is offered on weekends 

and a traditional Valentine’s Day dinner is on their February calendar.

Laurello Vineyards
4573 State Route 307 East
Geneva, Ohio 44041
440-415-0661
www.laurellovineyards.com

#81 Ferrante Winery & Ristorante
 The Ferrante family first opened a winery in 1937 in Cleveland’s 

Collinwood neighborhood, then in the 1970’s, two sons built a winery facility 

in the family vineyards in Harpersfield Township.  It was on this property that 

the family built an adjoining restaurant so as to highlight wine with food.  

Unfortunately, the restaurant burned in a fire in 1994, but was rebuilt in 1995 

and now includes a summer patio that showcases live entertainment on Saturday 

afternoons.  Entertainment is also offered Friday and Saturday evenings from 6:30 
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p.m. to 9:30 p.m., and Sunday from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m..  A gift shop with wine 

accessories is located on the grounds of the winery. 

Ferrante Winery & Ristorante
5585 State Route 307
Harpersfield Township, Ohio
440-466-8466
www.ferrantewinery.com

#82 Sarah’s Vineyard
 What sets this vineyard apart from many others is that it is best known for 

sustainable farming, a method of making wine that is done in an environmentally 

responsible manner.  The owners, Margaret and Mike Lytz, secured a farm lease in 

the Cuyahoga Valley National Park in 2001 and planted the first row of grapes in 

2003.  Not only do the owners support the environment, but they also support the 

arts.  They erected an art gallery in a 32-foot exposed post and beam structure that 

encloses artwork from over 50 artisans.  Unique gifts, such as handcrafted pottery, 

stained glass, knitted scarves, and jewelry are just some of the artwork displayed 

in the gallery.  Whether you and your mate peruse the artwork in the gallery 

while snacking on warm rosemary bread and olive oil, enjoy the landscape of the 

vineyards, or take a walk in the butterfly garden, you will surely feel the warmth and 

creativity that emanates from this winery.

Sarah’s Vineyard
Winery & Art Gallery
1204 W Steels Corners Rd.
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223
330-929-8057
www.sarahsvineyardwinery.com

#83 Viking Vineyards & Winery
 Dana and Jeff Nelson, owners of Viking Vineyards, opened the winery in 

1999.  Their wine production, which originally created 1000 gallons of wine a year 

is now up to 4000 gallons of wine per year, with a wine list of 17 different wines.  
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AUTOMOBILE DATES
If you and your mate are car enthusiasts, Cleveland is a great city for 

this passion of yours.  The most obvious venue in Cleveland for car lovers is the 

Cleveland Auto Show, but there are so many smaller venues that are just as exciting.  

The following dates will provide you with opportunities to travel back in time as 

you get an up close and personal look at cars from the time of their invention to 

today.

#84Bedford Strawberry Festival & Classic Car Show
This car show is held each year in historic downtown Bedford and 

showcases over 300 cars in over 30 classes.  Admission is free, but there is a $10.00 

entry fee for you and your mate if you’d like to enter your own car.  If you’re not a 

car owner, then you can spend from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. gazing at the amazing 

automobiles lined up on Broadway Avenue.  If you need a break from car viewing, 

you can take a ride on one of the amusement park rides, dance to the music played 

by a DJ, or eat strawberries of course!

Bedford Strawberry Festival & Classic Car Show
Broadway Avenue – Historic Business District
440-465-1834

#85Willoughby Frontier Days Committee
My husband and I went to this car show two years ago, which is held the 

third weekend in June from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m..  The day we were there, it 

was warm and sunny – perfect weather to highlight the colorful paint jobs on these 

outstanding-looking cars.  Historic Downtown Willoughby is a fun place to visit 

with or without the car show.  You and your mate will stay busy walking in and out 

of the many shops that line the main street. Be sure to stop into the ice cream shop 

in the center of town.  Between the classic cars and the malt shop, you’ll feel like 

you’re back in the 1950’s.
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Willoughby Frontier Days Committee
Annual Classic Car Cruise-In
Historic Downtown Willoughby
www.willoughbyfrontierday.com

#86 Annabelle’s Diner
Spending a summer Friday evening at Annabelle’s Diner will surely make 

you and your mate feel as though you’ve experienced some time travel.   Step into 

this authentic 1950’s diner and you’ll think you’ve stepped into an episode of 

“Happy Days.”  Once you’ve filled up on the diner’s hamburgers, fries, and shakes, 

you can walk off the meal as you peruse the collection of classic cars lined up in 

Annabelle’s parking lot.  Want more exercise?  Then dance the night away to the 

sounds of a live rock ‘n roll band that plays on the back patio.

Annabelle’s Diner
8637 Twinbrook Road
Mentor, Ohio 44060
440-255-6925

#87 Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum
The automobiles in the Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum are a collection 

of the Western Reserve Historical Society.  This treasure of a museum in University 

Circle showcases and preserves the history of almost 200 antique, vintage, and 

classic cars, motorcycles, and bicycles.  It has been haled as one of the top 10 auto 

museums in the nation for chronicling the history of land and air transportation 

through a variety of exhibits, activities, and displays.  The museum is open Tuesday 

through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 

9:00 p.m., and Sunday from 12:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m..  Admission is $8.50 per adult 

and parking in the lot is $5.00.

Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum
10825 East Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
216-721-5722
www.wrhs.org
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#88 The Glenmoor Gathering
Held on the grounds of historic Glenmoor Country Club during 

September, The Glenmoor Gathering is a car show like no other.  Set in an elegant 

environment, this car show draws over more than 175 vehicles and 4500 people.  

Each year, this show highlights an historic theme, such as the one for 2008:  a 

look back to the last 100 years of General Motors with a display of some of the 

company’s most unusual automobiles.  Weekend activities include a countryside 

tour, cocktail party, and a gala dinner. 

The Glenmoor Gathering
Glenmoor Country Club
4191 Glenmoor Road NW
Canton, Ohio 44718
330-966-3600
www.glenmoorgathering.com

#89 Cleveland Auto Show
This event in Cleveland runs for a week each year from the end of 

February through the first week in March and is an enormous venue for automobile 

enthusiasts.  Throughout the week, there are a variety of exhibitions and activities 

for you and your mate to enjoy.  Whether you visit the auto show during its Nascar 

Day, when the sports celebrities make an appearance, or to stroll through the classic 

car competition, you will be exposed to one of the largest displays of cars.  If you 

like to participate, some of the auto companies offer the chance for you and your 

mate to do some off-road driving on an indoor course set up in the I-X Center.  

Admission for the day is $12 per adult.  If you and your mate stay all day, your cost 

of admission will be well worth the price.

Cleveland Auto Show
I-X Center
One I-X Center Drive
Cleveland, Ohio 44135
www.clevelandautoshow.com
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SPORTS DATES
You don’t need to be athletic to go on any of the following sports dates.  

All of these dates can be spectator dates, if you so choose.  However, there are a 

couple of dates in which you and your mate can participate.  Cleveland is such a 

sports town, that it would have been very easy for me to list the obvious, such as 

Indians baseball, Browns football, and Cavaliers Basketball, but the idea behind 

this book is to get you and your mate to experience things you’ve never experienced 

before.  My guess is you’ll find at least one sport in the next set of dates that you’ve 

not watched before.

#90 Alta House Recreation Center
Some sports are low profile, yet very exciting.  Bocce ball is one of those 

sports.  If you and your mate haven’t witnessed a bocce ball match, you must give 

this a try.  To make this date even more fun is the fact that it’s located smack dab in 

the middle of Little Italy, the heartland of amazing bakeries and restaurants!  If you 

visit the Alta House Recreation Center on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday nights 

from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., you will witness a bocce ball league in action.  Bocce 

ball is one of the oldest and most popular games in history, dating as far back as 

the medieval period.  A fairly easy game to follow, it is made up of two teams of up 

to four players who score points by bowling wooden balls at a smaller, target ball.  

It can be played on an indoor or outdoor court.  When my husband and I take 

summer strolls through Little Italy, we often find a bocce ball game in progress and 

enjoy watching the intense competition. 

Alta House Recreation Center
12510 Mayfield Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
212-421-1536

#91 Wade Oval Ice Skating Rink
The Wade Oval Ice Skating Rink is a new addition to University Circle.  
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It opened on December 7, 2008 to the excitement of many people of all ages.  

Inspired by some century-old photos of skaters on Wade Lagoon, University 

Circle, Inc. and several sponsoring companies set out to build this environmentally 

friendly ice-skating rink.  It is made of a silicone-based polymer that looks and 

feels like real ice.  The rink is open mostly on weekends, from noon to 7:00 p.m. 

on Friday and Saturday, and from noon to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday through February 

16th.  Admission is free and you have the option of renting skates or bringing your 

own.  What a great romantic date for Valentine’s Day!  You and your mate can skate 

and then have lunch or dinner at any of the outstanding restaurants surrounding 

University Circle.

Wade Oval Ice Skating Rink
University Circle
East Blvd. (behind the Cleveland Museum of Art,
Cleveland Museum of Natural History, and
the Cleveland Botanical Garden)

#92 The Corner Alley
The words “upscale” and “bowling alley” usually aren’t used in the same 

sentence, unless you’re talking about The Corner Alley in downtown Cleveland.  

This boutique bowling alley and martini bar has 16 bowling lanes, pool tables, wide 

screen televisions, and a sophisticated computerized scoring system.  Attached to 

the bowling alley is the 4th Street Bar & Grill - a 100-seat restaurant.  If you and 

your mate would rather eat while bowling, lane-side servers will take your food and 

drink orders.  The cost of bowling on Sunday through Thursday is $4.25/game and 

$3.00 for shoe rental.  The cost on Friday and Saturday, beginning at 4:00 p.m., is 

$35/hour per lane with a limit of 6 bowlers per lane.  As sports dates go, this one is 

certainly the most unconventional among its competitors.

The Corner Alley
402 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
216-298-4070
www.thecorneralley.com
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#93 Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail
My husband and I have biked this towpath several times and never get 

bored with its gorgeous terrain.  Eight miles south of Cleveland, the trail, which is 

20 miles long one way, follows alongside what is left of the Ohio and Erie Canals in 

the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area.  Whether you and your mate choose 

to bike this trail during the spring, summer, or fall, the landscape will capture your 

attention.  Trees of every variety form a canopy over you as you ride by meadows, 

marshes, and cornfields.  Pack a picnic and stop at one of the many picnic areas.  If 

you and your mate get tired of biking, you can hop on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 

Railroad, along with your bikes, and be taken back to your car.  I can’t think of a 

better sports date that combines exercise with jaw-dropping beauty.

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail
1403 W. Hines Hill Road
Peninsula, Ohio 
330-657-2909
www.cvnpa.org

#94 Mayfield Curling Club
Curling is a sport that could be compared to bowling or shuffleboard, but 

one of the many things that sets it apart from those two sports is the fact that it’s 

played on ice.  Basically, two teams of four players compete on a rectangular sheet 

of ice as they take turns sliding heavy, polished granite stones down the ice toward 

a target called the “house.”  Two “sweepers” with brooms accompany each rock to 

help direct the stones to their resting place.  It’s quite fun to watch the “sweepers” 

from each team sweep furiously as they work to keep the stones moving.  Curling 

is an intense and very competitive sport to watch.  If you and your mate have never 

been a spectator of this unusual sport, it is definitely worth seeing.

Mayfield Curling Club
Mayfield Sand Ridge Club
1545 Sheridan Road
South Euclid, Ohio 44121
216-381-0826
www.mayfieldcurlingclub.com



104 Dates In and Around Cleveland www.kathythecoach.com

www.kathythecoach.com© 2009 page 61

ANTIQUING DATES
Collecting antiques is a movement that has swept the nation and 

Cleveland has certainly built a culture around this passion.  Our city is known for 

its number and variety of ethnic neighborhoods.  The same can be said about the 

number and variety of antique malls and shops in those neighborhoods.  History 

speaks from hundreds of store windows up and down the streets of Cleveland and 

the surrounding suburbs.    

#95 Larchmere Blvd.
This 3-block neighborhood on Cleveland’s east side is one of the most 

charming antique venues in the city.  There are seven antiques stores on this 

strip, interspersed with many other stores and restaurants.  Unique shops, such 

as Loganberry Books, a contemporary and vintage bookstore, a yarn store called 

Fine Points, and Larchmere Oriental Rugs, make antiquing on Larchmere Blvd. 

an eclectic shopping experience.  The restaurants on Larchmere are no less varied.  

From Boulevard Blue, an upscale urban restaurant to the casual Academy Tavern 

that serves all-American food, you and your mate will surely find a meal to match 

your tastes. 

Larchmere Blvd.
One block north of Shaker Square
www.larchmere.com

#96The Great Geauga Antiques Market
The reason the word “Great” is in the title of this antique show is because 

it is huge.  This antiquing venue, which hosts 400 antique dealers, occurs twice a 

year, usually in June and September and is held on the Geauga County Fairgrounds 

racetrack.  The market opens at 9:30 a.m. and closes at 5:00 p.m..  Admission is 

$6.00 per adult.  If you and your mate want a first look at the antiques, you can be 

admitted early at daybreak for an admission charge of $20.00.  Parking is free and 
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the market is open rain or shine.  Bring your walking shoes!
The Great Geauga Antiques Market
State Rt. 87
Burton, Ohio 44021
440-632-9399
www.geaugaantiquesmarket.com

#97 City Bank Antiques
Located in historic downtown Kent, City Bank Antiques was established 

in 1995 by Don and Karen Barrett in the original 1911 City Bank Building.  This 

antique store has more than 1850 square feet of space and is the largest retailer for 

antique pocket watches.  Don Barrett is an expert in repair of American pocket 

watches and antique clocks.  Either before or after visiting City Bank Antiques, 

you and your mate can enjoy all that Kent has to offer.  Walk along the scenic 

Cuyahoga River Edge Park, visit Viking Vineyards, or take a tour of the K.S.U. 

Fashion Museum.  In between all of that, have lunch or dinner at one of the many 

restaurants in historic downtown Kent.

City Bank Antiques
115 S. Water Street
Kent, Ohio
330-677-1479
www.citybankantiques.com

#98 Medina Antique Mall
 The Medina Antique Mall is known as the “Premium Antique 

Mall of the Midwest.”  With 52,000 square feet of space to roam, you and your 

mate will be able to see antiques displayed by over 400 dealers.  The mall is open 

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday through Friday and from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

on Saturday.  As you go from one room to the next, there are associates roaming 

to check that the merchandise you purchase is correctly represented.  Make sure 

you and your mate stop at AntiqueLand Coffee & Tea and enjoy a beverage as you 

browse through this immense collection of antiques.

Medina Antique Mall
2797 Medina Road
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Medina, Ohio 44256
330-722-0017
www.antiquelandusa.com

#99 Lorain Avenue Antiques District
Lorain Avenue Antiques District is a 3-mile stretch of collectibles.  One of 

the most popular antique stores on the strip is Antique Arcade.  Antique Arcade is a 

two-floor, 12,000 square foot shop that has been in business for over 25 years.  It is 

known for its reasonably priced large collection of leaded and stained glass windows 

and door hardware.  While shopping on Lorain Avenue, be sure to take note of the 

historic advertising murals on the side of many of the buildings around Lorain and 

W. 50th.  Much of the architecture on Lorain Avenue dates from 1865 to 1930.  If 

you and your mate have time, stop into the Laub Baking Company at 49th and 

Lorain to enjoy a snack.

Lorain Avenue Antiques District
Lorain Avenue between W. 35th and W. 85th Street
Ohio City, Cleveland
www.discoverlorainavenue.com
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THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE 
HOME DATES

The idea behind you and your mate dating each other is to make sure you 

spend time alone together.  Often, your home is the last place you and your mate 

would think of to spend time alone as a couple.  If you have children living with 

you, work from your home, or are tired of answering the phone or the call to do 

laundry, you probably can’t wait to get out of the house.  Although I agree that most 

dating needs to be done in a new environment, once in awhile, it is wonderful to 

stay home alone together.  If you have children, this can be a challenge, but it’s not 

impossible, as long as you have someone who can watch them in their home.  The 

following dates afford you the opportunity to enjoy each other in your own home! 

#100 Personal Chef Tom Haluska
As wonderful as home can be, sometimes it can represent work:  cooking, 

cleaning, organizing, etc.  Once in awhile, I recommend you and your mate treat 

yourselves by letting someone else do the work, particularly in the area of cooking.  

If you’ve never hired a personal chef before, you might want to try this.  Chef Tom 

Haluska has over 15 years of experience, with training from the Culinary Federation 

of America. His menu is eclectic and includes, but is by no means limited to dishes 

such as, wild mushroom meatloaf, seared lump meat crab cakes, and vegetable 

bouquet alla fettuccini. Chef Tom will design a meal for you and your mate so that 

all you have to do is pull up a chair and eat! 

Personal Chef Tom Haluska
www.the-eclecticcafe.com

#101Personal Chef Jakub Mejstrik
Personal chef, Jakub Mejstrik has had a love of cooking since helping his 

mother in the kitchen.  That is what inspired him to eventually get his degree from 
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Culinary Arts School in Prague, Czech Republic in 1995.  He moved to the United 

States in 1999 and worked in many of the finest restaurants in Northeast Ohio.  

Jakub obtains most of his meat from Chef ’s Choice in Berea, which is free from 

antibiotics and hormones.  Most of his other ingredients for cooking are organic.   

A sampling from one of Jakub’s menus might include pan-seared blackened sea 

scallops with saffron risotto, vegetarian potstickers with baby bok choy and ponzu 

sauce, or beef tenderloin served with cognac butter potato crisp and root vegetables.  

Make sure you and your mate don’t forget dessert.  How does tiramisu topped with 

cocoa sound to you?  
Personal Chef Jakub Mejstrik
216-235-9237
www.chef77.com

#102 Movie Marathon
Whether you and your mate rent movies, pick them up at the library, or 

pull out ones you own, sometimes it’s fun to sit with a bowl of popcorn between 

you and enjoy a few flicks.  Instead of choosing movies randomly, it can be more 

interesting to decide on a theme for your movie marathon.  How about a few 

movies with your favorite actor or actress?  Or make your movie marathon a gut-

buster and watch only movies you think are hysterically funny.   Watching a series 

of James Bond movies or Indiana Jones movies would fulfill the action-packed 

film category.  Try out some foreign films for your movie marathon or some 

documentaries.  Whatever theme you choose for your at-home film date, turn off 

the lights, snuggle up, and go to the movies!

#103
Play and Be Kids Again

When was the last time you and your mate played together?  No, not that 

kind of play (although that’s fun, too).  I mean playing card games or board games.  

A wonderful way to have a date at home is to pick one or two games to play that 
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will make you laugh and relax.  For some, word games are fun, such as Scrabble 

or Boggle.  For others, strategy games, such as chess, Risk, or backgammon are 

enjoyable.  If you and your mate have a serious competitive streak, make sure you 

save it for when you play someone else other than each other!

#104 Your Own Private Book Club
Ever since Oprah’s Book Club, book clubs have popped up all across the 

nation.  You and your mate don’t have to meet in a group of people to discuss your 

favorite book of the month.  You’ve got each other to talk to!  Decide between you 

on a book you would like to read and then schedule an at-home date to discuss the 

book.  If you have a fireplace and the season is appropriate, sit by the fire with a 

glass of wine, coffee, or hot chocolate and share your thoughts and reactions to the 

book you’ve both read.  This is a wonderful way to stimulate the intellectual side of 

your relationship, a side that can too easily get neglected.  
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